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EDITORIALS 





Pacifism or Passivism? 


EWISH topics, especially Zienism, are 
rarely discussed in the American radi- 

cal press, whose horizon generally halts 
at the border of that large province, sc 
far removed from the rest of the world, 
known as America. Hence it is all the 
more painful to observe that when an 
article on Zionism does appear—and that 
too, in the best of the American socialist 
periodicals—it is misleading, stupid, and 
slanderous. We refer to Sidney Hunt's 
article, Smoldering Peace in Palestine, in 
“The World Tomorrow” for August 31. 
Mr. Hunt’s article is a curious mosaic 
of old, medieval legends about ‘*Zion” 
(apparently a modification of the “Elders 
of Zion”) which has the money to buy 
up the land (of the poor Arab peasants ) ; 
sensational stories about “fair-faced, 
bared-armed, high-heeled” young Jew- 
esses who jeopardize the purity of Ara- 
bian family life (of which inhabitants of 
the Arabian [ast have a different im- 
pression from that of Mr. Hunt's), and 
in general a horrendous picture of a 
brutal European imperialism — which 
schemes to undermine the “old culture” 
of a “dreamy, romantic people more in- 
terested in the exchange of polite con- 








CONTENTS 


Page 
MIIEER Sasa coast os ewan ae 2 
RapEN UREDIIBEEYD Sc oo wie ble Weéb ses ace 4 


By David Ben Gurion 

Biographical Sketch of Dr. Chaim 
Arlosoroff By E. Davar.......... 7 

Arlosoroff in America 

By Shlomo Grodzensky 
The Eighteenth Zionist Congress: 
An Appraisal. By Levid Wertheim. .11 
Sones of Palestine .............<. 14 

~ By Rachel Blowstein 

Why a League for Labor Palestine.15 

By Mavimilian Hurwitz 


The Kupath Cholim .........s0s. 17 
By J. Kanevsky 

A | ar 20 
By I. Hamlin 

Miscellaneous 23 








“LABOR PALESTINE,” published month- 
ly (except in July and August) by the 
League for Labor Palestine, 1225 
Broadway, New York. Subscription: 
$1.00 a year. Single copy, 10 cents. 























ventionalities than in girdling itself with 
the limits of a time clock.” This is a pic- 
ture which cannot fail to touch the hearts 
of romantic pacifists whose own exist- 
ence is secure and comfortable enough 
to afford them the necessary leisure to 
busy themselves with the defense of cul- 
tures which, Mr. Hunt would have us be- 
lieve, exist in a state of social stagnation 
only from the Occidental point of view. 
Apparently, infant mortality, the subjec- 
tion of women, and what amounts to 
serfdom are the Oriental notion of “the 
good life.” 


And yet one would like to ask a few 
questions of Mr. Hunt and the editors 
of a publication which prints such an 
article without comment. To begin with, 
since when have socialists begun to speak 
in terms of “romantic people” when dis- 
cussing political questions? Do they real- 
ly believe that the poor Arab peasant or 
city worker is interested in preserving an 
“old culture” which affords him a life of 
starvation, drudgery, and an early death? 
And even if he were, why is the presum- 
ably socialistic Mr. Hunt so enthusiastic 
about such an attitude? Is pacifism syno- 
nymous with passivism? And must one 
in general do nothing if there is a possi- 
bility that a conflict or misunderstanding, 
even if only a temporary nature, may 
arise? Moreover, if one undertakes to 
write about Palestine, why not try to 
analyze the manner in which the so-called 
“imperialistic penetration’ affects the 
standards of living of the older inhabi- 
tants? What real wrongs have the Jews 
done to the Arab people? Now that the 
myth about the Arab driven from his 
land has been officially exploded, it is 
hard to offer convincing proofs of such 
accusations ; but it is always easy to talk 
about romantic peoples, the subtleties of 
sex life, and other things which require 
no definite proofs. 


Above all, in his article Mr. Hunt does 
not even mention once the Jewish side, 
the Jewish motives of the Zionist work 
in Palestine. Vhy is Palestine the hope 
of millions of Jews? Why has it become 
the altar on which thousands of Jewish 
“imperialists” are sacrificing themselves ? 
Whence the Jewish obstinacy in continu- 
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ing with the work, regardless of all the 
difficulties which Mr. Hunt enumerates 
with such faulty and false explanations, 
as well as other difficulties not mentioned 
by him? Mr. Hunt appears not to know 
—wherein he resembles so many of his 
comrades, the radicals, the socialists, and 
the pacifists—about the tragedy of Jew- 
ish life which only reached its catastro- 
phic climax in the post-war years, about 
the desperate desire for renewal which 
animates thousands of young Jews, about 
the socialist ideals, sense of responsibil- 
ity, and will to peace with which the 
Zionist endeavor is permeated. What 
remedy can he suggest for the bitter and 
inescapable distress of the great mass of 
the Jewish people in the diaspora? Mr. 
Hunt, however, seems to be a specialist, 
a specialist in “peace,” and it is perhaps 
wiser not to ask him questions which do 
not come within the purview of his spe- 
cialty. a 


vvvyv 


In Memoriam: Dr. Syrkin 


EDNESDAY, September 6, was the 

ninth anniversary of the passing of 
Dr. Nachman Syrkin (1867-1924), father 
of Labor Zionism and one of the noblest 
Jews ot our time. A man of great learn- 
ing, of an integrity and idealism that 
spurned all compromise, of a sincerity 
and simplicity that bordered almost upon 
child-like naivete, he devoted his whole 
articulate life to the rejuvenation of his 
people and the emancipation, political, 
economic, and spiritual, of all mankind. 
A prophet and visionary rather than a 
practical builder, he dreamed great 
dreams which like winged seeds passed 
on to myriads of minds and hearts, there 
to take root and ultimately attain fruition. 
The socialist Zionist movement, the 
American Jewish Congress, the coopera- 
tive labor enterprises in Palestine —these 
are some of the fruitful ideas with which 
he enriched Jewish life. Truly a Dreamer 
of the Ghetto, one whose lips had been 
touched by the living coals, whose tongue 
and pen enlightened and inspired multi- 
tudes. 

And though that tongue is now silent, 
that pen moves no more, his spirit goes 
marhcing on. For he was one of those 
terrible meek who shall inherit the earth 
and redeem the race of men. M. H. 








A Monument to Arlosoroff 


N the very next day after the assassin- 
ation of Dr. Chaim Arolsoroff, a 
movement began in the ranks of organ- 
ized Jewish labor in Palestine to  per- 
petuate the name of our fallen leader by 
some fitting memorial. The Executive 
Committee of the Histadruth took up the 
matter and decided to launch a campaign 
for an Arlosoroff Memorial Fund to be 
used in laying the foundation of a new 
colonization center. 

The campaign is already under way. 
From all sides, from field and factory, 
from highway and school, money is pour- 
ing in. It is also known where the pro- 
ject is to be carried out. In the Jordan 
valley, one of the most promising agri- 
cultural zones in Palestine, on National 
lund land, a settlement will be created 
for thousands of workers, which will 
strengthen our position in the country 
and serve as a fitting monument to a man 
whose greatest happiness was to witness 
ou rvictories over the long barren soil. 

It is our ardent wish that the Labor 
Zionist movement outside Palestine may 
find a way to cooperate with our Pales- 
tinian comrades in this most worthy un- 
dertaking, in this act of piety to our 
murdered leader. S. G: 


MY MOTHERLAND 


O deeds of high courage, 
No poems of flame, 
| bring you, my country, 
To add to your fame ; 
By Jordan I planted 
A tree in your soil, 
And | wore out a path 
In the field of my toil. 


Well knows your daughter, 

My own motherland, 

How poor is her tribute, 

How weak is her hand. 

But my heart shouts with joy 
When the sun shines upon you, 
And in secret I weep 

‘or the wrong that is done you. 


RACHEL DBLOWSTEIN 
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LABOR ZIONISM 


By David Ben Gurion 


Secretary, Palestine Federation of Labor 





Below we give excerpts from the 
tenth chapter of a recently published 
Hebrew work, “Mema'amad Le'am” 
(“From Class to People’), a volume of 
essays and addresses by the secretary 
of the Histadruth. Running like a red 
thread through the book is the thought 
that the Jewish working class of Pales- 
tine is the vanguard of a whole people 
of workers living in a _ Cooperative 
Commonwealth of Labor.—Ed. 


HAT is the difference between our Zion- 
ism and that of the other organized 
groups which hitherto constituted the ma- 
jority of the World Zionist Organization? 
The difference does not consist in this, that 
we are socialists while the others are at- 
tached to an acquisitive and class-ruled 
society. It lies rather in the conception of 
Zionism itself. Our Zionism, in its essence 
and nature, differs from that of the other 
groups, and this difference expresses itself 
in two things: (1) Realization and (2) Jew- 
ish Labor. 

The Zionism of the Palestinian workers, 
from the very inception of our movement 
to the presnt day, has not been a Zionism 
of mere declarations, of theory alone, but 
one of ceaseless endeavor toward realiza- 
tion; a Zionism which demands of its de- 
votee all that is in him—all his time, his 
life, his future, his desires and efforts, with- 
out qualifications and without reservations. 

Our Zionism began with self-realization, 
but did not stop there. The pioneers of 
chaulutzic endeavor came to Palestine not 
merely to save their souls, not merely to 
satisfy the dictates of their conscience and 
the promptings of their heart. They came 
as the envoys of the people, although no 
one sent them, nay, although those who 
spoke in the name of the people, the official 
spokesmen of Hibbath Tzion* and Zionism 
frowned on their mission and wished—and 


*Literolly, “Love of Zion,” the name given 
to the pre-Herzlian Zionist movement whose 
followers called themselves “Lovers of 
Zion.”’—Ed. 


some of them still do—to hinder the im- 
migration of these pioneers and path-finders 
into the country. The Palestine labor move- 
ment, filled with deep and never-silent con- 
cern for the fate of the Zionist undertak- 
ing, became a vital driving force in the gen- 
eral Zionist work, and by its incessant de- 
mands galvanized and strengthen the wili 
to realization of the whole Zionist move- 
ment. 

The other thing which distinguishes us is 
our. insistence on Jewish labor. In the cen- 
ter of the Zionist endeavor, in the center 
of the restoration of the land, in the center 
of immigration and settlement, in the cen- 
ter of national redemption and regenera- 
tion, we see Jewish labor. Jewish labor is 
the soul of the new Palestine and of the 
Zionist undertaking; Jewish labor is the 
bond between the people and the land, the 
covenant we are making anew with our an- 
cient homeland. Work is the surest guaran- 
tee, the only guarantee, of our becoming 
rooted in the land from which we were 
severed for thousands of years. And here 
again, there is no other Zionist group, no 
other party in Zionism, save for a few 
chosen individuals, which is devoted to this 
principle like the Palestine labor movement, 
which not only conceived and bore it and 
emphasized its importance for the Zionist 
movement, but which carries it into prac- 
tice with great and constant efforts. And 
after more than a quarter-century of pro- 
paganda for Jewish labor in Palestine and 
in the Zionist movement, the labor move- 
ment still stands alone and wages a single- 
handed struggle for the right to work of 
the Jew who returns to his country in order 
to serve and protect it,—a struggle full of 
sacrifice against a hard reality and against 
a policy of hostility and boycott on the 
part of the Jewish employer. 

The recognition that Jewish labor is the 
very foundation of the effort to realize 
Zionism is, outside the ranks of labor and 
a handful of individual Zionists, still for- 
eign to the other Zionist groups. And not 
one of the middle-class parties in the Zion- 
ist camp has yet given practical proof of 
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wholehearted devotion to this most funda- 
mental principle. 

These are the two striking traits which 
characterize the Palestine labor movement, 
because it is Zionist, within the whole Zion- 
ist movement. In other words, aside from 
the social program and measures. which 
distinguish the labor movement from all 
other parts of the Zionist movement, there 
are certain superior qualities of a funda- 
mental nature in the Zionism of the labor 
movement which entitle and obligate it to 
guide and mould the entire Zionist move- 
ment in its spirit and ways. 

The Zionist Organization need not and 
cannot become a socialist organization. The 
aim and end of the Zionist Organization 
is the realization of Zionism, no less and 
no more. Of course, there is no practical 
Zionism without sociality, and there are 
no Zionists without some attitude or other 
toward social questions. The social content 
of Zionism may be destructive, reactionary, 
steeped in slavery, exploitation, ugliness, 
and it may be positive, progressive, liber- 
ating, wrapped in freedom, social uplift, 
moral beauty. A Zionism that is devoid of 
all social content, good or bad—such a 
Zionism is a mere abstraction, a meaning- 
less word that possesses no living and con- 
crete content. And all talk about “pure” 
Zionism, in contradistinction to “mixed” 
Zionism, is nothing but fraud and decep- 
tion. The Fascist Zionist who advocates 
“blood,” dirt, and slavery,* who wars up- 
on the “Marxists” and “Leftists”; the mid- 
dle-class Zionist who desires the rule of 
wealth and a class society, and the social- 
ist Zionist who strives for a free society 
of workers and for a socialist Palestine,— 
all mix their Zionism. The difference lies 
in the nature of the admixture. The Fascist 
Zionists -add to Zionism a savage hatred 
of the workers, unbridled chauvenism, and 
ambitions for personal dictatorship; the 
bourgeois Zionists combine their Zionism 
with a love of gain and a striving for class 
rule by the rich few over the mass of the 
people, poor and enslaved; and the social- 
ist Zionists couple their Zionism with the 
aspiration of toiling humanity for a social 
order marked by free labor, equality among 
the nations, and universal peace. 

However, the Zionist movement as a 
whole, the movement which arose in the 
form of a national movement—and it is 





*The slogan of Vladimir Jabotinsky, lead- 
er of the Revisionists.—Ed. 


only as such that it possesses significance, 
strength, and a future—this movement has 
only one issue: the problem of preserving 
the existence of the Jewish people, and 
only one goal: the return of the dispersed 
Jews to a Jewish Palestine. And the Zion- 
ist Organization upon which it devolves to 
serve the Zionist ideal and undertaking 
has only one objective before it: the real- 
ization of Zionism. And the labor move- 
ment, which is at once Zionist and social- 
ist—just as the Revisionist movement is 
at once Zionist and Hitlerist, the Mizrachi 
at once Zionist and clerical, and the ‘“‘Gen- 
eral Zionists” at once Zionist and _ bour- 
geois—is able to work, exert an influence, 
and preponderate in the Zionist movement 
because its Zionist actions, its Zionist poli- 
cy, its Zionist program, as well as its loy- 
alty to its socialist aims, are dictated by 
Zionist logic and flow inevitably from the 
need of realizing Zionism. Even if we were 
not socialists and did not have before us a 
future vision of human society regenerated 
and rid of all exploitation and economic, 
social, national, and sexual slavery, we 
would out of deep devotion to the Zionist 
cause still do all that we are now doing in 
Palestine and fight for everything we are 
fighting, just because we are Zionists. 

I do not mean to imply by this that Zionism 
and socialism are absolutely identical. 
Viewed as theoretical conceptions, Zionism 
and socialism are two wholly different 
things, both as regards their ideological 
contents and the social forces back of them. 
Zionism calls attention to the condition of 
the Jewish people in the diaspora, where 
it lacks the foundation of a normal and 
secure existence; it discloses the economic 
and colonizing possibilities latent in Pales- 
tine, and reveals the longings and desires 
which actuate the Jewish pepole, prompt- 
ing it to build up the land and to settle 
in it. Socialism addresses itself to quite an- 
other type of problems, the problems of 
human society and its inner contradic- 
tions, which are inherent in the present 
industrial relations and economic structure. 
These two ideas do not conflict, but neither 
do they coincide, either in point of ideolog 
or in point of following. 

As organized movements, too, socialism 
and Zionism differ. Socialism is a labor and 
international movement; Zionism is a Jew- 
ish movement, and of all classes in Jewry. 
In their historic goals there is likewise no 
identity between the two movements either 
in content or time of realization. We can 








LABOR PALESTINE 








imagine the realization of Zionism while 
the capitalist system still prevails in the 
world, and conversely, it is possible that 
the universal social revolution will take 
place before the Jewish question is solved 
in Palestine. 

Does it follow from this that our Zionism 
and our socialism are two separate things, 
differing from each other in essence and 
content? Do we find ourselves in two dif- 
ferent and separate spheres which are apt 
to contradict and conflict with each other, 
so that from time to time we have to de- 
cide which is the more important and 
weighty? 

On the face of it, we seem to be in two 
circles, different and apart: in the Zionist 
circle and in the socialist circle. But this 
is only an optical illusion. True, there are 
two circles which do not coincide, and so 
they rightly seem like two separate things, 
two distinct spheres. However, our position 
within the two circles is not a position in 
two different areas, now here and now 
there, but in one area alone: in the space 
common to both circles, which intersect 
roundabout our position. Only the areas 
outside the sector in which we stand 4di- 
verge from each other. Strictly speaking, 
we do not stand within two circles only, 
but within many. As citizens of the coun- 
try, we stand in the circle of Palestine: 
as Jews, we stand in the circle of the Jew- 
ish people striving for rebirth; as men of 
our generation, we stand in the circle of 
of contemporary history; our women com- 
rades stand in the circle of the woman who 
works and who fights for her emancipa- 
tion; but notwithstanding the multiude of 
circles to which many more could be added, 
we always stand in our own place, and only 
from this place do the circles radiate be- 
yond us in different directions. The identity 
of our Zionism and socialism is not an ob- 
jective identity which exists outside of us 
in Zionism and socialism as they are when 
viewed in the abstract—such an identity 
does not exist—but flows out of the identity 
of the supporters of Zionism and socialism, 
an identity of will and need and aspiration 
and effort on the part of those who are 
realizing Zionism and socialism: the Jew- 
ish workers. From socialism proper, in its 
abstract form, our work in Palestine can- 
not be deduced. A socialist is not under 
obligation to go precisely to a neglected 
country and to create in an economically 
backward environment an o*ganized labor 
movement. But a Jewish socialist who does 


not keep aloof from his people—and no 
true socialist can or may keep aloof from 
his people—a Jewish socialist who wants 
to see his people an essential and equal 
factor and force with the rest of the na- 
tions in the social revolution; a Jewish so- 
cialist who wants to see the emancipation 
of his people and its transformation into a 
working and self-governing people — and 
every true socialist should want his—is in 
duty bound to take part in the work and 
the struggle we are carrying on in the 
land, and in the same way and by the same 
method we are pursuing it under the stress 
of Palestine and Jewish realities. 





Our battle for Jewish labor, for the immi- 
gration of Chalutzim, for the right to or- 
ganize, for decent working conditions, for 
national funds and nationally-owned land, 
for the colonization of workers, for human 
and civil rights, for proletarian culture, for 
the abolition of classes that divide the na- 
tion, for the uplift of the Arab worker, 
and for mutual understanding between Jew 
and Arab,—all this is dictated by Zionist 
logic. And if some one should ask, “How 
is it possible that Zionism and socialism, 
which in themselves are not identical, 
should impose upon us One and the same 
duty?” the answer is simple: Both Zionism 
and soclalism were created only for our 
sake—for the sake of our own redemption, 
our own emanciaption, our own regenera- 
tion. Both stem ffom within us, from our 
united will and the profound needs of our 
life. The thing we call Zionism and the 
thing we call socialism came into being 
only in order to realize our will and longing 
for deliverance. 

Socialist Zionism does not mean a Zion- 
ism mixed with something that is not or- 
ganically related to Zionism proper. On 
the contrary, socialist Zionism differs from 
all other schools of Zionism (bourgeois, 
clerical, Fascist, etc.) in that it is free 
from all alien dross which mars its flavor 
and dims its brightness. Socialist Zionism 
means a complete full-grown Zionism which 
embraces the whole historic content of the 
redemption of the Jewish people without 
any qualifications, reservations, or compro- 
mises. It is a Zionism which does not con- 
tent itself with the redemption of part of 
the people, but strives for the redemption 
of the whole people, and for a complete 
and absolut redemption of the people. It is 
a Zionism which desires Palestine to be 
the homeland not of the rich and favored 
few, in which the many have no portion, 
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Biographical Sketch of Dr. Chaim Arlosoroff 
By E. Davar 








D* Chaim (Victor) Arlosoroff was born 

on the Feast of Purim, February 23, 
1899, in the Ukrainian town of Romeny, 
Russia. His paternal grandfather, Eliezer 
Arlosoroff, was rabbi of Romeny, and a 
noted Chassid and sage whose fame ex- 
tended beyond his own province. His mat- 
ernal grandfather, Solomon Tuvolevsky, of 
Lithuanian origin, was a famous lawyer 
and a man of wide education and wonder- 
ful personality. His father, Saul Arloscroff, 
was a merchant by trade and a man of 
liberal views, who was well versed not only 
in the Talmud and rabbinics, but also in 
universal literature, especially in philoso- 
phy. It was from him that Chaim Aroloso- 
roff inherited his spiritual strength and 
subtle mind. When the boy was only thir- 
teen, the father read with him the works 
of Schopenhauer. His mother, Liska Arlo- 
soroff, now a resident of Tel Aviv, is a 
woman of charming personality. 

In 1905, the year of wholesale Jewish 
massacres in Russia, the family fled to East 
Prussia and settled in the town of Stalu- 
penen. Already in his childhood Chaim Ar- 
losoroff gave evidence of his rare gifts of 
mind and talent for leadership. After he 
had been in Germany a short time, he 
excelled all his classmates at the elemen- 
tary public school, and wrote fine composi- 
tions in German. In 1912 the family went 
to live in Koenigsberg, and upon the out- 
break of the World War in 1914, removed 
to Berlin. The father, being a Russian sub- 
ject, thereupon returned to his native coun- 
try, from which he never came back, perish- 
ing in a cholera epidemic in Leningrad in 
1918. 

In Berlin Chaim Arlosoroff attended high 
school (Gymnasium), where he distinguish- 
ed himself in all his studies, and was even 
elected president of the student council. He 
was graduated in 1917 and awarded a prize, 
although a Russian subject. 








but of every Jew who returns to the land,— 
a homeland that feeds, sustains, natural- 
izes, and redeems in equal measure all her 
children, without distinction or discrimina- 
tion. 





It was shortly before this that, under the 
influence of an older student, Dr. Israel 
Reichert of Palestine, he began to interest 
himself in Zionism. In 1917 the two of them 
founded the German ‘Hapoel Hazair” party, 
of which Arlosoroff was the head until his 
first visit to Palestine in 1920. His knowl- 
edge of the Hebrew language was remark- 
able for its breadth and depth, although he 
began to study it when already approaching 
manhood. He early developed a love for 
literature and philosophy, and he retained 
this love throughout his public life. While 
still a high school student, he organized a 
small circle of Zionists which regarded it 
as its main task in German Zionism to dis- 
seminate a knowledge of the Hebrew lan- 
guage and literature, Jewish history, and 
Zicnist ideals. 

Upon his graduation from high school, he 
entered the University of Berlin and spe- 
cialized in political economy, especially the 
system of Prof. Werner Sombart, whose 
favorite pupil he was. He interrupted his 
studies in 1920 and spent a year in Pales- 
tine. He returned to the university in 1921 
and was graduated with the degree of Doc- 
tor of Political Economy. 

In 1918 he married Gerda Goldberg, who 
the following year gave birth to a daughter, 
named Sulamith. In 1923 he went with his 
family to Palestine and settled there, al- 
though from time to time he had to go 
abroad on certain public missions, among 
them the mission sent by the Vaad Haleumi 
to the League of Nations, and the mission 
sent by the Histadruth (Palestine Federa- 
tion of Labor) to America, where he spent 
two years. In America, besides raising 
funds for the Histadruth, he devoted him- 
self mainly to educational work among the 
Jewish youth. The results of his American 
visit were recorded in a long and exhaus- 
tive report which appeared in the Hebrew 
quarterly, “Hatekufah.” 

In 1924 he was appointed a member of 
the Economic Department of the Agricul- 
tural Experimental Station. It was planned 
to make a comprehensive survey of economic 
conditions in the neighboring countries. This 
work was to have marked a turning point 
in his life, as he wished to retire from po- 
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litical life for a lengthy peroid and devote 
himself to scientific research; however, the 
survey did not materalize, urgent problems 
obliging him to return to public work. 

From the moment he settled in Palestine, 
he was an active member, leader, and edu- 
cator of Palestinian labor, first in the 
“Hapoel Hazair” party, and after its union 
with the “Achduth Ha’avoda”’ party, in the 
United Palestine Labor Party. He was a 
member of the Executive Committee of the 
Histadruth and served in various capaci- 
ties and on various missions. After the 
union of the two parties, he edited, with 
Zalman Rubashow, the labor monthly 
“Achduth Avoda.” 

At the Seventeenth Zionist Congress of 
1931, he was elected a member of the World 
Zionist Executive Committee, which at its 
first meeting elected him head of the politi- 
cal department of the Jewish Agency, a post 
which carries with it the chairmanship of 
the Palestine Executive. 

Of his literary work, special mention must 


be made of the pamphlet Volkssozialismus, 
which in its day served as the bible of the 
German “Hapoel Hazair’” party; his book 
Die Kolonisationsfinazen der Jewish Agency, 
which contains detailed and well thought 
out suggestions for the establishment of 
a large fund for colonizing purposes by 
means of an international loan; a large 
number of articles, reports, treatises, etc., 
which appeared in the Palestine labor press, 
as well as in Zionist papers and periodicals 
in various languages abroad, and two major 
works, still unpublished, one of which is a 
history of colonization, and the other, a 
study of party tactics. 

In 1927, having divorced his first wife, he 
married Semah Rubin, who three years later 
bore him a son, Saul. 

He was thirty-four years old at the time 
of his assassination in Ted Aviv on Friday 
night, June 16, 1933. He is survived by his 
widow and two children, by his mother, and 
by two sisters, Dora and Eliza Arlosoroff, 
all residents of Tel Aviv. 





ARLOSOROFF IN AMERICA 


(Some Personal Impressions and Reminiscences) 


By Shlomo Grodzensky 


Translated by Marimiiian Hurwitz 


HE brief, all too brief life of Dr. Chaim 

Arlosoroff was enacted on a very large 
stage. He waged his struggle—the intellec- 
tual struggle to win men, the political strug- 
gle with opponents, and, in his last years, 
the hardest struggle of all: to gain the un- 
derstanding and cooperation of the external 
forces on which the success of our work 
depends—in more than one country, and 
he came in contact with various social 
circles and types of men. Hence it is so 
difficult for one person to give a general 
picture of the man and of his career. Such 
a picture must inevitably be one-sided and 
incomplete. 

I knew Arlosoroff and was very close to 
him during his one-year stay in America 
(1928-1929), whither he had come to help 
his party, the Zionist Labor Party ‘“Hitach- 
duth,” become an effective instrument for 
the training of a new generation of Zion- 
ists on American soil. 

To the small circle who were in almost 
daily touch with him, with whom he shared 
his plans and labors, it was, I have no 
doubt, a great and very bright period in 


their lives. To one man in that circle, the 
meeting with Arlosoroff was even more than 
that: the most decsive, the most import- 
ant event in his Zionist life. That year lin- 
gers in our memory as a year of particular: 
ly impetuous and happy rhythms, of great 
joy in labor, and of hopefulness. 

Arlosoroff was a unique example of a 
Jewish politician. Politics was not for him, 
as for the common Jewish intellectual (es- 
pecially one of a revolutionary bent) who 
occupies himself with it, a painful duty and 
burden, a personal martyrdom for a cause, 
or merely a means of ushering in a uto- 
pian, messianic dispensation on_ earth, 
where politics will be unnecessary. Politics, 
one felt in his presence, was for him one 
of the highest, most dramatic, most essen- 
tial spheres of human activity. Within the 
confines of this sphere, in the tension be- 
tween idea and realization, leadership and 
following, means and end, compromise and 
intransigeance, popular acclaim and_ lone- 
liness, the highest potentialities of human 
existence come into play and find expres- 
sion. Arlosoroff liked politics, nay, felt that 
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he was predestsined for it by his fate, by 
his nature, although he was often filled dis- 
gust and seized with the desire to flee 
to his own nook, to find refuge in a book 
and in solitude. But his nature, the very 
essence of his being, the artist in him, had 
tod great need of this game for him to be 
able to withdraw altogether. 

A game? Yes, but at the same time an 
expression of the metaphysical in man, and 
a game played according to hard and rigid 
rules. To these rules—fanatical veracity, 
honor, fair play, responsibility—he was ever 
true, observing them with almost feudal 
chivalry. 

He was a man of very wide sociological 
and economic erudition, with fine analytical 
powers, and in a dispute with an opponent 
involving ideological and theoretical ques- 
tions, he often made use of it, sometimes 
in an exaggerated manner. But at bottom, 
I believe, the source of his faith and ac- 
tivity was not a well-rounded weltanschau- 
ung, not a theoretical system, but a sys- 
tem of loyalties. More important than 
“scientific’ prognoses, statistical calcula- 
tions, and “logical” proofs was that single 
act of conversion to Zionism in his boyhood 
days while a high school student. This 
bound him to remain true; this was decisive. 
And a second loyalty: to the Palestine labor 
movement, of which he was one of the first 
to hear and to talk in the ranks of West 
European Zionism. He cherished a particu- 
lar feeling of love and gratitude toward his 
friend, Israel Reichert, the Palestinian 
student in Koeningsberg, from whom he first 
learned about A. D. Gordon and J. Ch. Bren- 
ner, about the ideals of physical labor and 
social regenefation. In the labor movement 
itself he went his own way. Even in his own 
party, in “Hapoel Hazair,” he often stood 
alone; but in moments of embitterment he 
had only to remember the confidence and 
love with which he was regarded by, of all 
people, the silent, hardened, sober ‘‘die- 
hards” of Nahalai (“my own constituency,” 
as he playfully used to remark), to feel 
more cheerful, courageous, and hopeful. He 
possessed that rare thing among Jews, an 
appreciation of the irrational factors in so- 
cial life, of community of origin, of tradi- 
tion and fellowship. That is why he gave 
persons who did not belong to his party the 
impression of being a difficult, stern man. 
But these persons did not know that this 
was the other side of his intense loyalty 
to his own group; neither did they know 
that his aloofness was his way of empha- 


sizing not only disagreement, but also re- 
spect for those who held different views. 
His natural inclinations in his boyhood 
days were not at all in the direction of 
public and political interests. As a young 
boy he lived in the world of German and 
later of Hebrew classical poetry. In the 
years of his youth, after he had been con- 
verted to Zionism, and in the first years 
of his political activity, these two tenden- 
cies wrestled in him. His conception of 
socialism, too, was visionary and utopian, 
in the spirit of Martin Buber and Gustav 
Landauer, who exerted a strong influence 
upon the Zionist. youth of Germany, espe- 
cially upon the German “Hapoel Hazair” 
party, whose founder and leader Arlosoroft 
was. However, after his first visit ot Pales- 
tine in 1920-1921, his deeply rooted intel- 
lectual interests were completely subordin- 
ated to the Zionist leader in him. There- 
after he was ruled by one discipline, one 
code ,one loyalty: the Zionist. That stern 
expression which, according to the testi- 
mony of his friend, Dr. Israel Reichert, first 
appeared on his carefree, happy face when 
after a long discussion he declared, ‘““Now 
I have perceived the truth,” became his 
characteristic mask — concentrated, self- 
controlled, turned inward yet alert to all 
that took place about him. Not only did he 
eliminate all “frivolity” from his own hori- 
zon, but he treated with a certain amount 
of intolerance—generally good-natured, but 
occasionally angry, depending on the seri- 
ousness and gravity of the offence—any 
manifestation of utopianism and flightiness 
in others. Nobody in the Zionist movement 
had a more marked aversion to all declara- 
tions about ultimate goals; nobody took 
such care not to ascribe divine motives to 
our insignificant actions; nobody put forth 
more modest claims about the universal 
significance of Zionism, although none was 
more insistent about the absolute indispen- 
sability of Zionism to the future and re 
habilitation of the Jewish people, and to 
the inner freedom and dignity of the in- 
dividual Jew. Only a few intimate friends 
knew—and that, too, only in moments of 
relaxation and reflection, late at night after 
a meeting, or on an idle day spent in the 
country—the connoisseur and lover of art, 
poetry, and philosophy, the thinker who 
meditated on ultimate causes and meanings. 
Yet even his public addresses and ut- 
terances—and perhaps in them especially, 
in the manly, dignified, responsible political 
attitude—a discriminating observer could 
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perceive a man who had been reared in the 
“genius religion’ of Goethe, Hoelderlin, 
George, a man who, in sum, as Kurt Blum- 
enfeld expressed himself at the Arlosoroff 
memorial meeting in Berlin, was a Zionist 
von Goethe's Gnaden (“by the grace of 
Goethe”). 


He possessed a wide range of intellectual 
interests, but they all converged at one 
point: in Zionism. Nearly all he read, heard, 
thought, was somehow brought into rela- 
tionship with the supreme interest of his 
life. From his remarks on the most im- 
portant news in the morning papers (where 
each news item—a political pact with the 
Vatican, or a tariff on eggs in Denmark— 
was considered first of all in the light of 
its possible effect on our work), to the 
conversation during luncheon, and so on 
till the end of the day,—everything revolved 
about a central theme. Trifles and import- 
ant matters—the last circular letter from 
the Organization Department, the leading 
article in the “Near East,” the affairs of 
the Bronx branch of the Party, the Legisla- 
tive Council—nothing passed without com- 
ment. But every topic was sublimated, to 
every subject he brought years of reflection 
and study. Our provincials complain of lack 
of room within the confines of Zionism; 
he spoke of it as one would of a vast and 
far-flung empire. His own ambitions were 
far-reaching; he harbored them with mani- 
fest pride. But leadership did not signify 
to him personal fame; it means responsi- 
bility, it meant complete dedication of one- 
self to the cause. I do not believe there is 
another man in the Zionist movement who 
takes such a lofty view of the requirements 
of his office, of every Zionist office, as he 
did. Beneath the acumen of his analysis, 
beneath the tremendous cogency of his op- 
position, there lived what was finest and 
noblest in him: pious gratitude and rever- 
ence for his teachers and [eaders in Zion- 
ism, the departed masters of Zionist thought 
and action and their living successors. And 
notwithstanding his youth and good fellow- 
ship, we already in his lifetime felt the 
same for him. 


And there was also the Arlosoroff of pri- 
vate life. This Arlosoroff stands out most 
clearly in my memory. I recollect evenings 
spent at his lodgings on East 145th Street, 
New York. Owing to his deficient knowledge 
of Yiddish, he used to dictate to me his 
articles for our weekly paper, “Farn Folk.” 
It took him many a weary hour to write 


an article. He often wore me out with his 
questions after each sentence. Wsa it cor- 
rect? Did I think it was well grounded? 
And in the midst of his labors he would 
forget altogether that he was writing an 
article (the paper must be in press to- 
morrow!) and there would follow a spon- 
taneous discussion of the fundamentals of 
the subject. We would get through about 
two o'clock in the morning. Thereupon the 
real conversation would commence. He 
would tell about his ramified and widely- 
seattered family, reminisce about his child- 
hood, indulge a little in personal stock- 
taking. Only at dawn would exhaustsion 
put an end to these wonderful nights. 


Bathed in sunshine, the summer of 1928 
stands before me. He lived part of the time 
in a camp, where I came every Friday eve- 
ning to help him prepare the next issue of 
our paper. How he would pounce upon his 
“prey,’—the papers and books I brought 
him! The following day there would be a 
long walk along country roads and shady 
woodland paths. The main topic of conver- 
sation was Zionism and yet more Zionism. 
But casually some German poet would be 
mentioned, and he would recall a poem of 
his, then another, etc.; for though he liked 
to tease people who occupied themselves 
with such “useless” things, he knew almost 
by heart the whole of German and a great 
deal of English poetry. This would lead 
to the subject of Hebrew literature, which 
he had had no opportunity of following 
lately. However, he was going to make up 
for it: at the first opportunity he would take 
off a couple of months and read the most 
important works produced in recent years. 
Come to think of it, was I acquainted with 
the Talmudic Haggadah? It would be better 
than all ideological hachsharoth (prelimi- 
nary training) if those trained in our move- 
ment had some notion of this, the most im- 
portant of our post-biblical creations. And 
once more the conversation would turn to 
a Zionist problem: education of the young, 
and our weakness and negligence on this 
most important front of our endeavor. The 
stream of words flowed energetically, in 
step with the firm, soldierly gait. 


When he left us, he was a disappointed 
man. But soon his energy began to bubble 
forth again. From afar we watched him 
with pride, him who had sprung from our 
ranks, from our generation, from the post- 
war generation in Zionism. He traveled so 
far in such a short time. From solid Rus- 
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The Eighteenth Zionist Congress: An Appraisal 
By David Wertheim 





—————————— 


Mr. David Werheim, the author of 
this article, is a member of the central 
committee of the United Jewish Social- 
ist Labor Party, Poale Zion-Zeire Zion, 
of America, and was one of that party’s 
delegates to the recent Zionist Congress 
in Prague. At the Congress Mr. Wert- 
heim served on the Committee on Com- 
mittees, and was one of the leaders of 
the Labor Zionist faction, which com- 
prised over 40 per cent of the delegates. 
He is thus exceptionally qualified to 
write on the problems and decisions of 
the Congress.—Ea. 


‘ ppm is much misunderstanding in cer- 

tain quarters about the recent Zionist 
Congress. This is perhaps inevitable. It was 
not a normal congress, just as the times in 
which it met were not normal. The Con- 
gress could not and should not have re- 
mained blind to the abnormal situation in 
Jewry and in Zionism. After all, the Con- 
gress did not meet in a vacuum, nor were 
the delegates men from Mars, unconcerned 
with the affairs of our world. 

Take, for example, the Jewish problem in 
Germany. Is there another instance in Jew- 
ish history of the government of a country 
undertaking to propagate anti-Semitic theo- 
ries and organizing an anti-Jewish Inter- 
national? But the problem presented by 


Germany is certainly more than a problem 


of Jewish suffering in that unhappy land. 
The sin of generations who have so far 
failed to make Palestine and Zionism the 
remedy for Jewish disabilities and distress, 
not only in theory but in reality,—this sin 
with all its weight descended upon the 
Congress. An impatient people knocked at 
the Congress doors and cried for help. And 
the only ray of hope that could be offered 
to them was the Jewish achievement in Pal- 
estine, which, however, is so disproportion- 
ate to the magnitude of distress and to the 
great urge of the Jewish masses toward 
Palestine. It is quite evident that this con- 
flict between what is needed and what is 
possible might by itself have disrupted the 
Congress and rendered it barren and worth- 
less. 

Another facotor which could not but af- 
fect the late Congress from the very start 
was the situation in Zionism itself. It is 
superfluous to say that the Zionist move- 
ment had never passed through such a sit- 
uation before. The tragic conflict between 
volle and posse, the sad fate which bids us 
follow the slow but sure way of chalutzic 
endeavor and the gradual upbuilding of the 
land, has given rise to certain groups of 
mouth-heroes, who try to make our unhappy 
people forget its suffering with grandilo- 
quent prhases, and to improve its morale 








sian-Jewish family of rabbis and merchants, 
through the small East Prussian town with 
its strict and old-fashioned school, through 
his student days in Berlin, through Amer- 
ica, until the last two, creative years. His 
personality, too, consisted of widely varied 
structural elements. But already in his early 
thirties, this personality appeared to us 
in all its maturity and completeness, erect- 
ness and firmness. Each of us who was per- 
sonally acquainted with him knew that his 
longing for Palestine was inseparable from 
his desire again to see, again to clasp the 
hand, again to share in the joy of living 
and laboring of the man who, perhaps more 
than any one else in our camp, found in 
Zionism joy and a meaning in life—a joy 


with which he infected all who came near 
him. 

His tragic death stirred the whole Zion- 
ist movement, shocked Jewish labor in Pal- 
estine. Many who had refrained from giving 
him his due during his lifetime, now gave 
it to him in horror and in deep sorrow. 
Every one is animated by one desire: to 
discover the murderous hand which has 
robbed the Jewish people, in its struggle 
for deliverance and rebirth, of its youngest 
and most promising servant. But for the 
small group of his friends, for those who 
were attached to him by ties of love, nothing 
will fill the void created in their lives by 
the tragedy which was enacted at the sea- 
shore of Tel Aviv on the fatal night of 
June 16, 1933. 
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with appeals to all that is worst in human 
nature. “Jewish people, you can destroy 
the greatest empire on earth; by your might 
you will compell the world to grant your 
demands and acquire your National Home.” 
Thus speak our devil-daring Don Quixotes 
of the Revisionist school. The great wave 
of dark Hitlerist reaction which also tries 
to solve international problems with de- 
structive rather than constructive methods, 
has imparted fresh courage to our Don 
Quixotes, too. Since the Germans are rais- 
ing from the depths of their history the 
ancient Teutonic heroes and making them 
symbols of their renewed nation, our own, 
Semitic Hitlerists are taking as exampels 
the Zealots of antiquity. 

The assassination of Dr. Chaim Arlosoroff 
could not but accentuate the question of 
how long we were going to tolerate in our 
young national movement this Hitlerist- 
Revisionist sore. The murder of Arlosoroff 
had pefrorce to become a turning-point. Till 
then many general Zionists had regarded 
the Revisionists as a natural phenomenon. 
It was amusing to hear their tall talk. ‘Let 
the young men, I pray thee, arise and play 
before us,” is an old Jewish practise, which 
always ends with the cry, “Will the sword 
devour for ever?” 

The Zionist Congress already met to the 
accompaniment of this cry. And the Labor 
Zionists, bearing the responsibility for the 
Congress as the largest single party in Zion- 
ism, were compelled to see to it that the 
progress of sanitating the Zionist move- 
ment, of purging it, found expression in 
the Congress. The Congress would have 
found itself divorced from Zionist reality 
if it had not taken notice of the situation 
and done its part to cleanse the Zionist 
camp. It is to the credit of the Eighteenth 
Congress that it proved equal to the task 
of properly appraising the situation and of 
adopting appropriate measures to stamp out 
the harmful tendencies in the movement. 

As for the German problem, no other Jew- 
ish tribunal has considered the German 
Jewish question in such detail as did the 
Zionist Congress. Sokolow’s speeches, and 
particularly Dr. Arthur Ruppin’s detailed 
and comprehensive report, showed clearly 
that what we are confronted with is, in the 
last analysis, nothing less than the prob- 
lem of a veritable exodus, of the emigration 
of hundreds of thousands of Jews from 
Germany. Unfortunately, Palestine cannot 
as yet solve the question of the German 
Jews in full. But great indeed are the pos- 


sibilities that a hundred thousand Jews from 
Germany will be able to settle in Palestine 
during the next five years. Aside from the 
great importance of such an organized exo- 
dus as a means of escape for myriads of 
perscuted Jews, their organized immigra- 
tion into Palestine would be of infinitely 
greater importance as a factor in the up- 
building of Palestine, in the creation of the 
Jewish National Home. 

The fact that the Congress put at the 
head of the relief work for German Jewry 
no less a man than Dr. Chaim Weizmann 
indicates clearly the prevailing sentiment 
that this would be the pivotal point of the 
practical Zionist work in the years imme- 
diately ahead of us. 

It is no secret that none of the Zionist 
leaders present held such sway over the 
Congress as Dr. Weizmann, who was absent. 
To a small group of Zionists (not to men- 
tion the Revisionists, who are virtually 
beyond the pale of all constructive plan- 
ning), Dr. Weizmann is like a red rag to a 
bull. At the commencement of the Congress, 
these elements, which include certain Amer- 
ican Jews,—the so-called ‘‘Men’s Auxiliary 
of the Hadassah,’’—were inclined to employ 
all obstructionist tactics to keep Dr. Weiz- 
mann from being placed at the head not only 
of the World Zionist Organization, but of 
any work connected in some way or other 
with the Zionist movement. It is to the 
credit of these elements that they thought 
the better of it. 

Certain Zionist groups and a certain part 
of the Jewish press are trying to bedevil 
the already complicated German Jewish 
question with charges of treason, breaking 
the boycott, etc. It is amusing to see how 
the Revisionists are trying, by a conspicu- 
ous display of verbal zeal in the campaign 
against Hitlerism, to conceal the taint of 
Hitlerism in their own makeup. The report- 
ed agreement with Germany about the ex- 
port of Palestinian oranges was somewhat 
cleared up only after the Congress had end- 
ed; and even now it is still uncertain how 
much of German bluffing there is in the re- 
port, and how much truth. In general, it 
has nothing to do with the Congress, and 
certainly nothing with the Labor Zionist 
wing. And even if the report should turn 
out to be true, it, would only be another 
proof of what some of our orange planters 
in Palestine are capable of. We have long 
known that many of these planters have 
their own interest at heart, and only pay 
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lip service to Zionism. It is this same selfish 
greed which impelled them to be against 
Jewish labor, against organized Jewish la- 
bor, against the Histadruth. 

As for the possible agreement with the 
German government under which emigrat- 
ing Jews would be able to remove their 
fortunes from the country partly in money 
and partly in merchandise, nothing definite 
can be said about it at present, after the 
Congress decided by an overwhelming ma- 
jority to refer the whole matter to the Ac- 
tions Committee. Let the Jewish public have 
patience and a little confidence in the de- 
cision of a majority which included virtu- 
ally all groups and trends in Zionism. Even 
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise, who was so hostile 
in Prague that he lent a ready ear to every 
attack upon Palestinian labor and to every 
Revisionist intrigue, even he was forced to 
speak quite differently about the plan later 
on in Geneva. When the Actions Committee 
publishes all the documents in the case, 
every one will be able to see who acted out 
of a sense of national responsibility, and 
who tried to make party capital of the 
matter. 

When we pass from the two chief issues 
—the Arlosoroff issue and the German issue 
—to the other results of the Congress, we 
must emphasize that, notwithstanding the 
fact that the press virtually passed over 
the other decisions in silence, they were 
nevertheless of great importance to Zion- 
ism. The resolution which declared the His- 
tadruth to be the only recognized Jewish 
labor organization in Palestine is one of the 
most momentous results of the Congress. 
Its aim was to put an end to the fratricidal 
war which the Revisionists had started in 
the ranks of Palestine labor. The Congress 
declared against any attempt to break the 
Histadruth. By this the Congress recognized 
that the Histadruth is a vital factor in the 
upbulding of the Jewish Homeland, and 
that only a single, well-organized labor body 
is capable of triumphing over all the diffi- 
culties of Palestinian realities and acquire 
the country for the Jewish workers, that is 
for the mass of the people. 

The Congress further approved of pref- 
erence for the immigration of Chalutzim 
and workers. This is not aimed against mid- 
dle-class immigration; what we have here 
is rather a correct appraisal of conditions 
in Palestine, and of the country’s need of 
an element that is ready for self-sacrifice 
and capable of overcoming the difficulties 
which a pioneer encounters in a new land. 


Moreover, middle-class immigrants possess- 
ed of the required means need no certifi- 
cates to enter the country. Yet even these 
elements should bear in mind that they come 
to the country not for self-aggrandizement, 
but to help build up the land. Hence they 
should employ Jewish labor and enable their 
employees to maintain a decent standard 
of living, as behooves a people which seeks 
to renew its independence and its culture. 

Last but not least, the new Executive 
elected by the Congress. It is charged by 
some that the Executive, as now constitut- 
ed, is unrepresentative. This is anything 
but true. The truth is that we now have a 
homogeneous Executive such as we have 
not had for a long time. The Executive is 
more or less agreed on the main aspects of 
the plan for future activity, for it repre- 
sents the collective will of the various 
Zionist groups. Besides the labor represen- 
tatives, it includes representatives of the 
Polish Federation of Zionists, the American 
Federation of Zionists, and the British Fed- 
eration; and, through Dr. Ruppin, our Ger- 
man Marranos are also ably represented. 

It will thus be seen that the EHighteentb 
Zionist Congress, which was beset with dif. 
ficulties, which was in danger of complete 
disruption, was, thanks to the dominant 
labor wing, transformed into an important 
milestone on the road of our national re- 
demption. 


“Davar’” Has New Power Press, 
A Gift From Jewish Labor 
in America 
Readers of ‘“Davar,”’ the Hebrew-language 
labor daily of Tel Aviv, with the largest 
circulation of any newspaper in Palestine, 
must have noticed its enlarged format and 
improved appearance of late. This was made 
possible by the installation of a modern 
power press—the only one of its kind in 
Palestine—which is the joint gift of the 
Hebrew Typographical Union, No. 83, of 
New York, and the National Labor Commit- 
tee for Palestine. These two organizations 
previously presnted “Davar” with two mod- 
ern linotyping machines. 








NOTICE 


For technical reasons, the second of 
B. Katznelson’s series of articles, en- 
titled “Milestones,” is omitted from 
this issue. It will appear in a forth- 
coming number. 
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Songs of Palestine 


By Rachel Blowstein 


Translated from the Hebrew by Maurice Samuel 








IN THE GARDEN 


CAM is the garden with blue and gray 
In the peace of dawn. 

| will rise from the dust of yesterday 
To faith in the morn. 

Accept with humble heart and free 

The judgment that was given me. 


A girl walks through the garden beds 
And scatters rain; 

The withered leaves lift up their heads 
And live again. 

The bitter things that God must do 

| will forgive and start anew. 


ry wy 


TO YOU 
ORNING and evening, toward you and you only, 
Toward you and you only my singing must strain ; 
Wounded or healed, rejoicing or weeping, 
In storm or in silence, in comfort or pain. 


Instants may come when the magic seems broken, 
My vision is blinded, my compass untrue : 
Sudden awakens my jubilant singing, 
Turns once again to its lode-star, to you. 


To you and you only, of you and you only— 

My strings are a thousand, my song is but one: 
In storm or in silence, in comfort or weeping, 

When sunlight is shining, when sunshine is gone. 


rT 


BARREN 


CQ! I, if | had a son, a little son, 
With black, curled hair and clever eyes, 
A little son to walk with in the garden 
Under morning skies, 
A son, 
A little son! 
I'd call him Uri, little, laughing Uri, 
A tender name, as light, as full of joy 
As sunlight on the dew, as tripping on the tongue 
As the laughter of a boy— 
ag Ss aid 
I’d call him. 


And still I wait, as mother Rachel waited, 

Or Hannah in Shiloh, she, the barren one, 
Until the day comes when my lips will whisper, 
“Uri, my son!” 
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WHY A LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 


By Maximilian Hurwitz 





NE of the striking developments in 

American Jewish life of late is the 
widespread interest in and sympathy with 
the efforts and aspirations of the Palestinian 
Jewish workers, banded together in the 
Histadruth Haovdim  Haclalith  beEretz 
Yisrael (General Jewish Federation of La- 
bor in Palestine). Where formerly indif- 
ference, and even hostility, prevailed, today 
there is a growing admiration for the heroic 
endeavor of the Jewish worker and pioneer 
to build the Jewish National Home. 

This sympathetic interest is reflected in 
the changed attitude of the Jewish radical 
press, once so bitterly opposed to Zionism, 
but now, with a few negligible exceptions, 
so cordial; in the more than a million dol- 
lars contributed during the past decade by 
tens of thousands of individual wage earn- 
ers and hundreds of labor organizations in 
America for the support of the various eco- 
nomic, welfare, and cultural enterprises and 
institutions of the Histadruth in Palestine, 
and in the unanimously favorable reports 
brought back from Palestine by laborite 
tourists. Again and again socialists, just 
back from a visit to Palestine, have come 
to the office of this publication and re- 
counted their enhtusiastic impressions of 
the Jewish workers there. Said one such 
recently returned American socialist, a high- 
ly cultured young woman with no previous 
Zionist leanings, to the writer of these 
lines: “What I saw in Palestine convinced 
me that it is there, and there only, that 
the socialist commonwealth is being 
built.” 

Nor is it only returning radicals who are 
so full of enthusiasm for Palestinian labor, 
but Jews of all beliefs and shades of opin- 
ion. All recognize that it is the Jewish 
workers of Palestine, with their insistence 
on self-labor and readiness for self-sacrifice, 
with their statesman-like view of Palestin- 
ian realities and profound understanding of 
the real interests and needs of the Jewish 
people, who are the true builders of the 
new Zion. 

It was therefore not by accident or a fluke 
that, in the recent elections for delegates 
to the Eighteenth Zionist Congress, the La- 
bor Zionists emerged as the strongest single 


party in Zionism, in America as in Poland 
and in Palestine. 

But fine words butter no parsnips, and 
the warmest sentiments will evaporate un- 
less translated into action. It is in order 
to crystallyze and mobilize the widespread 
sympathy with the strivings and struggles 
of the tens of thousands of Palestinian 
workers and Chalutzim who form the mem- 
bership of the Histadruth, that the League 
for Labor Palestine has been founded. 

* * * 

The idea of such a league was conceived 
in the fertile mind of David Ben Gurion, 
veteran Palestinian labor leader and secre- 
tary of the Histadruth. It came to birth at 
the world congress of friends of Palestinian 
labor which was held in Berlin in the fall 
of 1930, and at which a World League for 
Labor Palestine was launched. Since then 
leagues have been/organiezd in many coun- 
tries, including the United States, although 
here it is still in the initial, formative stage. 

The League for Labor Palestine may be 
described as an association of progressive 
men and women who have united for the 
purpose of giving moral and material aid 
to the Jewish workers of Palestine, and 
particularly to the economic and cooperative 
enterprises, and welfare and cultural in- 
stitutions of their model organization, the 
Histadruth. And the task which the League 
has set itself is to enlighten the Jewish 
and general public, by means of a continu- 
ous, country-wide campaign of education, 
concerning the aims and efforts of the His- 
tadruth, and to enlist popular sympathy and 
support for it. 

Here are some of the fundamental aims 
of Jewish labor in Palestine: 

1. The redemption of the land by the 
Jewish National Fund, which is to keep it 
forever as the inalienable property of the 
Jewish people and lease only so much of 
it to each settler as he and his family can 
cultivate with their own labor. This will not 
only obviate the evils of land speculation, 
but make room for more settlers. 

2. Encouragement of the immigration of 
the common people, with preference for 
those who come to Palestine to live by their 
own labor rather than the labor of others. 
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It is of Chalutzim and worekrs that the New 
Zion—and the New Israel—will be built. 

3. The exclusive employment of Jewish 
labor (which in Palestine is synonymous 
with union labor) in all Jewish industries 
and enterprises. Such a policy is essential 
as a measure not only of national sanita- 
tion, but of national preservation. In Pales- 
tine, as I have written elsewhere, “Jews 
must be the hewers of wood and drawers 
of water as well as the merchants, manufac- 
turers, and professoinal men. A Palestine 
built with any but Jewish labor will never 
become the Jewish National Home, but, at 
best, a glorified Ghetto, to be swept away 
by the first political and social tornado that 
passes over the country.” 

4. Collective agreements between employ- 
ers’ associations or individual employers and 
the Histadruth in all private and public 
enterprises. 

5. Protective labor legislation to safe- 
guard the health and well-being of wage- 
workers. 

6. Complete equality for women workers 
in the matter of immigration, employment, 
and colonization, as well as in social and 
cultural life. 


7. National credit, that is, loans from the 
national Zionist funds, for labor coopera- 
tive enterprises in agriculture, industry, 
building, the handicrafts and trade. 

8. Educational and cultural work under 
labor control for the benefit of children, 
juvenile and adult workers, so that they 
may be imbued with the principles and 
ideals of labor. 

9. Joint organization of Jewish and Arab 
workers, each forming a national autono- 
mous section; a constant effort to raise 
the economic and cultural level of the Arab 
worker, and to foster mutual understanding 
and friendship between Jew and Arab. 

10. The education and training of the 
Jewish youth the world over for partici- 
pation in the rearing of a Labor Common- 
wealth in Palestine. 

Any one in sympathy with these aims 
is eligible for membership in the League 
for Labor Palestine. The national dues are 
one dollar a year. This is a sum within the 
reason of all; moroever, it entitles the mem- 
ber to a year’s subscription for LAaBor Pat- 
ESTINE, the monthly publication of the 
League. 


The great mass of American Jews are not 
affliated with the Zionist movement and 


have but a hazy notion of what is going on 
in Palestine. And so we may well suppose 
that some of our non-Zionist readers will 
ask, Why should we in America concern 
ourselves with the needs and problems of 
the labor movement in Palestine? Are there 
no problems nearer home claiming our at- 
tention? 


To this there are three answers—humani- 
tarian, sentimental, and national. 

The Jewish workers of Palestine deserve 
our consideration on humanitarian grounds. 
Most of them had never been workers be- 
fore; many of them gave up their studies 
at the university, left comfortable homes, 
and embraced a life to toil; and braving the 
hardships of pioneer life in a long neglected 
country, are holding aloft the torch of civil- 
iation on the rim of the wilderness and 
building a bridge between West and East. 
And shall we, progressive Americans who 
pride ourselves on our enlightened views 
and humanitarianism, withhold our sympa- 
thy and support from these soldiers of civil- 
ization, these heroes of peace whose ex- 
ploits have aroused the admiration of the 
whole world? Shall we not uphold their 
arms and help them perfrom their holy 
labors, their historic task? 

And then there is a sentimental reason. 
These workers and pioneers of Palestine 
are no strangers, but our own people, our 
landsleute (countrymen). David Ben Gur- 
ion, the veteran Palestinian labor leader, 
put this very nicely in the course of an 
address at the world congress of the League 
for Labor Palestine:— 


“A Jewish legend relates that the first 
man was created of dust which had been 
gathered from all parts of thet earth. The 
dust of which the Jewish worker of Pales- 
tine is fashioned was gathered from all 
parts of the Jewish people .Palestinian Jew- 
ish labor did not spring of Palestinian Jew- 
ry; it is not a product of the inner develop- 
ment of the country. Recruited from all 
the lands of our dispersion, sprung from 
all the social layers and cultural levels of 
a people of middlemen, the Jewish workers 
of Palestine embody the historic esence of 
the Jewish people in all its generations and 
in all its extent. Borne along by an age-old, 
passionate longing for rebirth in their coun- 
try, inspired by a revolutionary sentiment 
for the liberation and glorification of labor 
in human society, they came to the land 
from the diaspora, at first singly, then by 
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the scores and hundreds, and afterwards by 
the thousands and tens of thousands. And 
lo! before our eyes there grew up a new 
tribe of workers in Palestine, a tribe of 
Chalutzim, a vanguard of pioneers, around 
which there began to rally the bravest, the 
most loyal among the Jewish workers and 
youth of the whole world.” 

Now, there is no one to whom the word 
landsleute denotes and connotes so much as 
it does to the American Jew, for did not 
he or his father owe his start in the New 
World to the helping hand of some lands- 
mann (countryman)? And are we now go- 
ing to fail our finest landsleute of all, the 
Jewish workers and pioneers of Palestine? 

Finally, and most important of all, there 
is a national reason why we should give 
our fullest support, moral and material, to 
the Jewish labor movement in Palestine. 
The fact that Palestine is today a haven or 
refuge for thousands of German Jews—the 
latest of the millions of Jewish victims of 
the World War and its terrible aftermath— 
is due largely to the Jewish workers there, 
who have reclaimed the land, drained off the 
marshes, turned many a malaria-infesteda 
region into a blooming countryside, covered 
the bare hills with verdure and trees, built 
roads, reared cities, towns, and villages, 


and made civilized existence possible in a 
long desolate land. For in all they do and 
plan, these workers have in mind not only 
their own interests, but also those of the 
Jews of all lands; they think of our welfare 
as well as their own. In other words, they 
are building a National Home not only for 
themselves, but for all of us. 

I said “for all of us” purposely. For in 
the light of the catastrophe that has over- 
taken our brothers in Germany, what Jew 
can feel safe? What thoughtful Jew, an- 
xiously surveying a world engulfed by a ris- 
ing tide of Fascism, selfish and brutal na- 
tionalism, and resurgent medievalism, is 
not filled with dark foreboding, nor feels 
like crying out, Shomer, ma_ meloyil— 
“Watchman, what of the night?” 

Now we cannot all be Chalutzim and take 
a direct part in the work of building the 
Jewish National Home and Labor Common- 
wealth in Palestine. Therefore it behooves 
us all the more to help those who are do- 
ing our share of the work as well as their 
own. And the best way we can fulfill our 
duty is by joining the League for Labor 
Palestine and extending every aid to the 
Jewish workers and pioneers of Palestine, 
and to their great organization, the Histad- 
ruth. 











THE KUPATH CHOLIM 


An Account of the Institutions and Activities 
of the Palestine Workers’ Sick Fund 


By J. Kanevsky 


ITH the growth of immigration into 

Palestine, with the increase in the 
number of Chalutzim and workers in the 
country, there has grown and developed 
the Palestine Workers’ Sick Fund (Kupath 
Cholim), whose object is to look after the 
health of wage earners. 

There is as yet no compulsory health in- 
surance in the country. The Histadruth 
and the Sick Fund are engaged in negotia- 
tions with the Palestine Government look- 
ing to the inauguration of compulsory 
health insurance for workers, such as ex- 
itsts in European countries, so that the 
burden may not fall upon labor alone, but 
be shared by the employers and the Gov- 
ernment. In a country that is so backward 
in labor legislation as Palestine, it will take 
a long time before the matter is brought 


to a satisfactory issue. 

In the meantime the burden of caring 
for the workers’ health rests on the His- 
tadruth, of which the Kupath Cholim has 
been an affiliate since 1920. 

The Sick Fund was founded twenty-one 
years ago by the agricultural laborers of 
Judea. And from a tiny institution it has 
grown into a vast, country-wide health in- 
stitution, an institution reared on the foun- 
dation of mutual aid. 

The Sick Fund functions after the man- 
ner of similar funds elsewhere, save that 
it carries on its medical work for the most 
part in institutions of its own creation, a 
circumstance which not only enhances the 
value of the aid rendered to its members, 
but makes it possible to achieve maximum 
results at a minimum cost. For, thanks to 











LABOR PALESTINE 


17 








its prudent methods and efficient manage- 
ment, the Sick Fund has succeeded in ar- 
ranging the work of its medical institutions 
in an economical manner, wherein it has 
served as a model for other medical institu- 
tions in the country. 

Besides medical and financial assistance 
to sick members, the Kupath Cholim also 
sees to the introduction of sanitary and 
hygienic conditions in labor centers, takes 
an active part in the war against contagious 
diseases, and in preventive work in general. 

Membership 

The membership of the Sick Fund com- 
prises the workers in the new colonization 
points, in the old colonies, and in the labor 
colonies (Moshavim, Kevutzoth, etc.), as 
well as all other wage earners in town and 
village. 

The present number of members is 20,- 
000, who with their families constitute a 
community of 40,000 persons benefiting 
from the Sick Fund. 

In addition to its own members, the Fund 
renders medical help to non-members, in 
localities where ther are no other medical 
facilities. 

In like manner, the Sick Fund extends 
medical aid to Arab workers where Jews 
and Arabs work side by side (e. g., the em- 
ployees of the Dead Sea Concession, the 
employees of the Nesher plant, and railway 
employees), as weli as to the fellahin who 
apply the Kupath Cholim for medical heip, 
especially in the Jordan and Jezreel valleys. 

Activities 

The activities of the Sick Fund are as 
follows: (1) Medical aid, (2) convalescent 
care, (3) payment of sick benefit, (4) he!p 
in maternity cases, and (5) participation in 
preventive and sanitary measures. 

The Fund renders medical assistance 
through its sanatoria and the hospital in the 
Valley of Jezreel. The supplying of medica- 
ments is done through a central drug depot 
in Tel Aviv, which furnishes medicaments 
from the great laboratories of Europe to 
the local pharmacies of the Fund, which in 
turn distribute them to the sick and to 
places of employment for purposes of first 
aid. 

Sick benefit is paid at the rate of 70 to 
180 mills (50 mills equal 1 shilling) a day. 
according to the nature of the member’s 
illness and the economic condition of his 
dependents. 

Hospital services in the cities is provided 


by the Hadassah and municipal hsopitals at 
a rate fixed by the Fund. 


Institutions: 


1. The Central Hospital of the Valley 
of Jezreel (near Afuleh). 

2. The Azroh Santatorium at Motza 
(near Jerusalem). 

3. The Borochovy Summer Sanatorium 
on Mt. Carmel. 

4. The Central Drug Depot in Tel Aviv. 

5. Three district dispensaries, located 
in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, and Haifa. 

6. Sixty dispensaries and medical sta- 
tions, each including a small pharmacy, in 
various villages throughout the country. 

7. Three city pharmacies, located in Tel 
Aviv, Afuleh, and Haifa. 

8. Three electro-therapeutic institutions 
located in cities. 

9. Five dental clinics, the chief of which 
is located in Tel Aviv. 

10. A relief fund for invalids. 


Let us briefly describe some of these in- 
stitutions. 

1. The hospital in the Valley of Jezreel 
serves as a central hospital for all the Jew- 
ish settlements in the Emek and the Jordan 
valley, and partly also for localities in the 
vicinities of Haifa and Samaria. It contains 
60 beds. There are special wards for internal 
and children’s diseases, as well as a matern- 
ity ward. The number of patients treated 
annually is from 700 to 800. The hospital 
renders particularly important service dur- 
ing epidemics (malaria, typhoid fever, dy- 
sentery). 

In 1930 the hospital moved its quarters 
from temporary tents at Ain Harod to per- 
manent buildings at Kefar Yeladim (near 
Afuleh). The funds for the erection of the 
buildings were supplied (a) by the special 
committee of the Hebrew University (con- 
sisting of representatives of Hadassah and 
the American Jewish Physicians’ Commit- 
tee); (b) by the Keren Hayesod (contribu- 
tions from the Jews of Shanghai), and (c) 
by the members of the Sick Fund in the 
Valley of Jezreel. 

The hospital is noted in Palestine and in 
the neighboring countries for its splendid 
buildings, up-to-date equipment, and efficient 
service. 

2. The Arzoh Sanatorium is the only 
public home for convalescents in the coun- 
try that is open all year round. It annually 
restores to health more than a _ thousand 
workers who are run down by the rigors 
of the struggle for a living and by the in- 
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clemency of the climate. The sanatorium 
is situated in one of the most delightful 
spots in Palestine, noted for its beautiful 
surroundings and salubrious climate. Its 
beautiful buildings were put up with the 
help of various institutions and private don- 
ors. The sanatorium receives financial sup- 
port from the Canadian Hadassah Organiza- 
tion. 

3. The Borochov Summer Sanatorium on 
Mt. Carmel was built with the assistance of 
the Jewish National Workers’ Alliance of 
America, and is supported by it. It provides 
proper care for convalescent workers. The 
number of convalescents receiving care here 
annually is about 300. 

4. The Sick Fund dispensaries in the 
cities serve as medical centers for their 
respective districts. Medical specialists are 
in attendance for the treatment of every 
type of disease. 

The rural dispensaries have for the most 
part been established in places where no 
other medical facilities are available. They 
serve the needs of the newer settlements, 
and of the agricultural and industrial work- 
ers of the villages in their vicinity. 

5. The dental clinics are the latest in- 
stitutions of the Sick Fund. They may serve 
as a vivid illustration of the usefulness of 
the Fund, showing that if the latter did not 
take upon itself the duty of organizing them, 
this branch of the work would lag behind, 
with the result that the workers would be 
unable to receive proper treatment on rea- 
sonable terms. 


Dental and oral diseases cause a great 
deal of suffering to the wage earners of 
Palestine, especially in the more isloated 
settlements where previously there was no 
possibility of receiving aid and patients had 
to go to the cities. In serious cases, it was 
wholly impossible to receive adequate treat- 
ment. 

The Sick Fund established some years ago 
a well-equipped institution for oral and 
dental diseases which serves as a central 
clinic; subsequently dental dispensaries 
were founded in various parts of the coun- 
try. Expert medical forces were mobilized, 
and the service rendered is of a high cal- 
ibre. The work continues to develop and 
improve. 

Owing to lack of adequate means, the 
Kupath Cholim is compelled to charge for 
dental treatments. The Fund pays only for 
oral treatments and operations. 





Personnel 
PER CLANS y -Qisteciaie tata ev ee wale weaave. Beaks 81 
WDM 1 9 Saclsdea elas ae hele shine Aaa tivcwia eaters 26 
EN RII ate fas Seaca ale esl ois ala vias whens Sue eA 52 
PPG CIB OS 09S own ad aise Sw Se ea eaaewe 10 
Total medical stall. ic. .0e0c 169 


The total number of employees of the 
Sick Fund is as follows: 


DECC H  SG SO oss hae oie anal Ss wedi Wek es 169 

Office clerks and collectors.......... 39 

Kitchen help and orderlies........... 43 

Total number of employees...... 251 
Income 


The budget of the Sick Fund for the cur- 
rent year amounts to about $65,000, and is 
derived from the following sources: 

Dues from individual workers and 


labor settlements .............. 86% 
Private: OMmployers: 6.56665. 0ssudieale 12% 
MIRGONaNGOUS® .h.ckieinswiehccieswas svargoas’ 2% 

SEOUGLD | aig diva aioe. stale eae wele-o sete avald 100% 


Since the Keren Hayesod discontinued its 
subsidy to the Sick Fund, virtually the 
whole burden of providing medical care 
for wage earners has rested on the latter. 

The contributions from employers are de- 
rived from those places of employment 
where the workers are organized and from 
those employers who recognize their duty 
of sharing in the provision of medical care 
for their employees by paying a sum equal 
to 3 per cent of the payroll. This income 
constitutes 12 per cent of the budget of 
the Fund. Because of the discontinuance 
of the Keren Hayesod subsidy, the Kupath 
Cholim has been obliged to make additional 
charges of its members for various services, 
such as convalescent care, medical treat- 
ment for the member’s family, etc., as well 
as to levy an extra tax. This is creating 
difficulties for the institution; above all, 
certain categories of workers are unable 
to bear this additional burden at the present 
time. 

Expenditures 
The expeditures of the Sick Fund are 
divided as follows: 


WECGINCHE SAT cies ook se aod oases ewe ies 638 % 
Maternity benefit and preventive 
OGRE Meet grin ons. ceate whan a seek o sahcvatal erate ets 4 % 
Convalescent care and sick benefit 16 % 
MIACOUIRMOOUG) gai cs aes a ek teeceees 514% 
AGTAARAMGPORIG 6. 0.s.05s%0 aie wicls's's-ielee ¥i0 114% 
I PSS nbs ale aic Uh Recreate 100% 
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LEAGUE ACTIVITIES 


By I. Hamlin 


Acting National Secretary, League for Labor Palestine 





HE career of the American League for 

Labor Palestine began in the autumn 
of 1932 with the arrival of the Palestine 
Labor Delegation. Some time was spent in 
formulating the fundamental principles and 
mapping out the program of its activity. 
Thus the actual work did not commence un- 
til the winter months. 

As in the case of every new organiza- 
tion, the work of ihe League encountered 
certain difficulties, particularly owing to 
the lack of a sufficiently large number of 
persons capable of diffusing and propagating 
the League idea. But in those localities 
where the idea of the League was known, 
it met with a great deal of sympathy and 
understanding. The news about the ideals 
and practical achievements of the Histad- 
ruth was a revelation to many, with the 
result that considerable numbers manifest- 
ed a readiness to join the ranks of the 
friends of Palestinian labor. 

The first chapter of the League was form- 
ed about a year ago in New York. Subse- 
quently chapters were organized in a num- 
ber of other communities. At present the 
League comprises 33 chapters in 26 cities 


with a combined membership of over 1500, 
more than half of whom had never belonged 
to bodies affiliated with Palestinian labor. 
A large number of the members are stu- 
dents and other English-speaking elements. 
They come of radical and liberal-Zionist 
circles who are beginning to perceive the 
importance of the principles and policies 
of the Histadruth. 

The best organized and most active chap- 
ters are those of Los Angeles (4 chapters), 
Detroit, Greater Boston, Paterson, San An- 
tonia, and New York (7 chapters). In this 
connection it is worth noting that, thanks 
to the cooperation of Miss Rose Stoloff, 
nearly 150 high school teachers of New 
York City have joined the League; and it 
is to be hoped that, with the assitance of 
those already in our ranks, many more 
teachers in New York and elsewhere will 
enroll in the League. 

In the well functioning chapters, discus- 
sions and lectures were held on the prob- 
lems of the Histadruth as well as on the 
general problems involved in the upbuild- 
ing of Palestine. Among those who took 
part in this educational work were Dr. May- 





As is well known, the work of health 
institutions and their steady development 
are possible only if they are housed in ap- 
propriate buildings. The Sick Fund is con- 
stantly endeavoring to erect suitable quart- 
ers for its institutions. 

The Kupath Cholim has no means for 
this within the limits of the budget it ap- 
propriates for its regular work. For this 
purpose it sets aside certain funds derived 
from the Histadruth institutions and from 
individual donors, both in Palestine and 
abroad. Thanks to this support, the Sick 
Fund has been able to put up excellent 
buildings for its institutions, such as con- 
valescent homes, dispensaries, hospitals, etc. 
Its investment in buildings already amounts 
to $60,000. 


Of late fully equipped dispensaries have 
been erected in Haifa and Nahalal, while 
other dispensaries are being built in Re- 


hoboth, in Kumi (Tel Yosef, Ain Harod), 
in Wadi Hawarath, and in the Moshav Jirdu 
in the Sharon district. 


Work Among the Immigrants and 
Agricultural Laborers 

The increase in immigration and in the 
number of agricultural laborers (the num- 
ber of the latter already exceeds 10,000) 
imposes a special duty upon the Sick Fund 
to extend its activities among the new Cha- 
lutzim who drift mainly into the argicul- 
tural settlements, as the incidence of dis- 
ease among the newcomers is greater than 
among the older settlers. 

The Sick Fund is therefore enlarging its 
work and arranging it according to districts 
(South Judea, Sharon, Samaria), by estab- 
lishing district dispensaries, by conducting 
a campaign of health education, and by 
carrying out sanitary inspections of work- 
ers’ camps. 
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Bere, Israel Mereminsky, Golda Meyerson, 
Rachel Katzenelson, Dr. Judah Kauffman, 
Irma Lindheim, Prof. Hayim Fineman, 
David Pinski, Hayim Greenberg, Elsie 
Gluck, J. Hestrin, Rabbi Samuel Woll, Dr. 
Nathan Salzman, Joseph Haggai, Judah 
Wattenberg, Joseph Schlossberg ,and local 
talent. These lectures and discussions did 
much to create a better understanding of 
the Histadruth, and also laid the founda- 
tion of the cultural activity of the League. 

In the field of written propaganda, spe- 
cial mention must be made of the League 
journal, Lasor PAaLestinr, which is ap- 
pearing under the joint editorship of our 
National Secretary, J. Hestrin, and the well- 
known Anglo-Jewish journaist, translator, 
and author, Maximilian Hurwitz. The jour- 
nal fills the need, long keenly felt, for au- 
thentic information, in readable form but 
devoid of all ballyhoo, concerning the prog- 
ress of our Homeland, and _ particularl, 
about the vital part played in the upbuila- 
ing of the country by the Jewish workers 
and pioneers, whose life, struggles, and 
achievements are recorded in its pages. The 
universal acclaim which greeted the first 
issue of our magazine (of which this is 
the second and third issue) shows that the 
public knows a good thing when it sees 
it. The magazine will hereafter appear every 
month except July and August. 

Besides the journal, the League has pub- 
lished in Yiddish version of David Ben 
Gurion’s pamphlet, entitled Die Histadruth 
in Kampf un Aufbau (“The Struggles and 
Constructive Efforts of the Histadruth’’). 
We have also distributed a considerable 
number of copies of the Yiddish version of 
another pamphlet by Ben Gurion, Yiddishe 
Arbeit in Eretz Yisroel (“Jewish Labor in 
Palestine”), and the Yiddish report of the 
proceedings of the first world congress of 
the League for Labor Palestine-—a remark- 
able book, containing a wealth of valuable 
and interesting information. Another of the 
League’s Yiddish publications, now in press, 
is a pamphlet which tells the story of Kefar 
Yehezkel, one of the most successful Mosha- 
vim in the Valley of Jezreel. The pamphlet 
is the work of Simeon Kushnir, one of the 
founders of Kefar Yehezkel, and it is being 
published with the assistance of the Boston 
chapter of the League, and particularly 
of our friend, Dr. Frances Burnce. Also 
worthy of note is the periodical, “The His- 
tadruth Digest,” published by the Los An- 
geles chapters of the League. 

Young as our chapters are, they have al- 





veady played a part in the practical work 
for the Histadruth. The Detroit, San An- 
tonia, and Los Angeles chapters participated 
in the last campaign of the National Labor 
Committee for Palestine. The Los Angeles 
chapters are raising a fund for the build- 
ing of a well in the agricultural .colony 
which is to be established in Palestine in 
memory of our martyred leader, Dr. Chaim 
Arlosoroff. A considerable number of League 
members took an active part in the July 
elections for delegates to the Highteenth 
Zionist Congress, naturally voting for the 
Labor Zionist ticket. With the growth of 
the League, there is every reason to believe 
that there will be a corresponding increase 
in the material assistance rendered by its 
members to the Histadruth. 

Naturally, the League as a whole is still 
facing some very important problems. First 
‘{ all, ways and means will have to be 
yund to bring the message of Palestinian 
labor to a much larger number of Ameri- 
can Jewry, especially to our student youth. 
Then, too, there is the problem of elaborat- 
ing a program of cultural and practical 
work to be carried on by the chapters. 
However, now that the League has been of- 
ficially launched and a considerable number 
of intelligent and earnest men and women 
have been attracted to it, there is no doubt 
but that it will grow steadily in numbers 
and in strength, becoming in time a vital 
force in American Jewish life and an im- 
portant factor in the building of our Labor 
Commonweal h in Palestine. 


Argentine League for Labor 
Palestine Holds First Convention 
BUENOS AIRES, Sept. 12—The first con- 

vention of the Argentine Laegue for Labor 

Palestine closed here yesterday. The con- 

vention was addressed by the Argentine 

Socialists, Cognressman Dickman, Senators 

Bravo and Palacios and the representatives 

of the Palestinian Labor Fund, I .Razili. 

The convention resolved to invite Argen- 
tine jewish colonists to visit Palestine as 
a manifestation of unity with the Pales- 
tinian workers. 

The League has twenty-five chapters all 
over Argentina with a membership of 1,200. 
More than half of the chapters were formed 
recently through the efforts of Mr. Razili. 

A number of the chapters of the League 
chapters are located in the colonies and the 
membership is composed in the main of 
the second and third generations of the 
local immigrant groups. (5.7 A) 
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December Number to Mark Tenth Anniversary 
of National Committee for Labor Palestine 





N honor of the forthcoming celebration 
of the tenth anniversary of the National 
Labor Committee, and of the Committee’s 
Ninth Annual Convention which will meet 
in New York on December 1, 2, 3, the De- 
cember number of Lasor PALestine will 
be wholly devoted to the Committee. It will 
be published in enlarged format, with more 
than twice the usual number of pages, and 
with English and Yiddish sections, richly il- 
lustrated. It will contain a wealth of ma- 
terial not only on the activities of the Com- 
mittee, which in the decade of its existence 
has raised over a milion dollars in America 
for the support of the enterprises and in- 
stitutions of the Histadruth (Palestine Fed- 
eration of Labor), but also on the efforts 
and achievements of Histadruth in Pales- 
tine since its formation in December, 1920. 
Thus the December issue will be a sort 
of Palestine Souvenir Book which will mir- 
ror the whole Labor Zionist movement in 


America, in Palestine, and everywhere else. 

The Tenth Anniversary Celebration Com- 
mittee, desirous to have this special number 
bear the character of a popular expression 
of devotion and affection to the Histadruth, 
appeals to all friends and sympathizers of 
Palestinian labor to extend their greetings 
to the Histadruth through the columns of 
this special December issue. Let the list of 
personal greetings be as large and as dis- 
tinguished as possible. 

In order to cover the extra expense of 
the issue, the price of inserting such greet- 
ings is as follows: For an insertion con- 
sisting only of the name and address of the 
gretter, 50 cents; for an insertion consist- 
ing of the name, address, and a congratu- 
latory message of one line, $1.00. 

All such greetings should be forwarded 
to Z. Ariel, secretary of the Tenth Anni- 
versary Celebration Committee, 1225 Broad- 
way, Room 404, New York City. 





Gleanings From Palestinian Labor Literature 


"The Blessed Glow of Physical Labor" 

One works, simply works, at rough, hard 
tasks. Yet at times one feels that whcih can- 
not be better expressed than by saying that 
one works oneself organically into the work 
of nature herself, that one grows into her 
life and creation. Something seizes one, a 
something large as the world, wide as the 
heavens, deep as the lowest abyss; and it 
seems to a man suddenly that he too has 
taken root in the soil in which he digs, 
that he too is nourished by the rays of the 
sun, that he too, like the grasses and bushes 
and trees, is merged more deeply into na- 
ture, more greatly into the great world. 


The New Nation 


We were the first to proclaim that man 
was created in the image of God. We must 
now go farther and say, The nation must 
be created in the image of God. Not that 
we are better than others, but because what 
we have endured and suffered demands 
this.... By the price of our torments, which 





are unique in all the world, we have bought 
the right to be the first in this mode of 
creation; and in the very strength of our 
torments, we shall find the strength for 
such creation. 

A. D. GORDON (1856-1922) 





An Organic Process 


Zionism is not the result of needs that 
change with the changing hours or of casual 
circumstances. It is the outcome of deeply 
rected, historical forces working with an 
irresistable urge in Jewish life. It has out- 
lived tyrannies and regimes; it has over- 
come many temporary setbacks and critical 
moments. Today, more clearly than at any 
other time since the war, it is being real- 
ized that turning Zionism into reality is 
not a piece of work which can be achieved 
by mechanical devices within a_ definite 
period of time. It is an organic process 
that calls for continuous exertion of will 
and the combined effort of more than one 
Jewish generation. 

CHAIM ARLOSOROFF. 
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LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 


OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 


OBJECT OF THE LEAGUE 


The League endeavors to unite 
all friends of Labor Palestine into 
an organized, active force for the 
support of the vanguard of the 
Chalutzim movement, the Histad- 
ruth Haovdim (the General Jewish 


Federation of Labor in Palestine), 
in all its activities, which a'm at the 
building of the Jewish National 
Home in Palestine on a foundation 
of free, creative labor, and the cre- 
ation therein of a Cooperative Com- 
monwealth of Labor. 


AIMS OF THE LEAGUE 


1) To enlighten its members 
about the work of Palestinian labor 
and the activities of the Histadruth. 


2) To bring the Jewish and 
general public into closer relations 
with the aims, efforts and achieve- 
ments of the Histadruth, in order 


to create an atmosphere of friend- 
ship and encouragement around the 
work of Palestinian labor. 

3 To raise funds for the many- 
sided activity of the Histadruth by 
means of contributions from the 
League membership and by nation- 
wide campaigns. 


THE CALL OF DUTY 


The League for Labor Palestine 
has been organized to serve as a 
point of support for the Histdaruth 
Haovdim of Palestine. And now it 
sends out a call to every enlightened 
and nationally-minded Jew in the 
United States and Canada to join 
its ranks. 

The call shuold be heeded by 
every Zionist desiring the rebirth 
of his people and the restoration of 
the Jewish Homeland; bv every So- 


cialist interested in the practical ap- 
plication of socialist principles; by 
every liberal who appreciates fact- 
ors and tendencies indicative of so- 
cial progress; by every Jewish 
youth ready to identify himself with 
his people. 

To all these the League for Labor 
Palestine offers this opportunity for 
distinguished service by cooperation 
with the Histadruth Haovdim of 
Palestine. 











National League dues $1.00 per annum. 


This entitles the member to a year’s subscription to our publication, 
“LABOR PALESTINE.” 


Vill out, and send it to the League together with one dollar. 


LEAGvE FoR LABOR PALESTINE 
National Office: 
1225 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


I declare myself in sympathy with the Histadruth and pledge my support to 
its activities in the upbuilding of Palestine. 


In furtherance thereof I hereby enroll as a member of the League for Labor 
Palestine and enclose one dollar as national membership dues for one year. 
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Sailing 
from 
New York 
October 21, 
1933 
Docking 
at 
Haifa 
No Train 
Changes 


No Baggage 
Trouble 
Strictly 
Kosher 
Kitchen 





122—5th Avenue, New York City = 





Direct To Palestine 


ON THE ITALIAN LINER 
S. S. VULCANIA 


known as 


“THE PRIDE OF JEWISH PASSENGERS” 


Make 
Reservations 
Now 


Price: 
Tourist one way 
$155.50 
Round Trip 
$225.00 


3rd Class one way 
$117.50 
Round Trip 
$208.50 


Write for Literature to 


| ROSEN PALESTINE-ORIENTAL TOURS 


_ Telephone CHelsea 3-065 | 














1 TO PALESTINE 


DIRECT OR THROUGH FRANCE 


Vv 


on Modern, Luxrious Steamers 


CONVENIENT CONNECTIONS 
NO BAGGAGE TROUBLE 


Kosher Kitchen Maintained 
Frequent Sailings 


v 


For descriptive literature and rates to | 
Palestine and all countries in Europe | 
apply to | 


| | 


: | 
‘Gustave Eisner | 
| POPULAR PRICED TOURIST 
AGENCY | 

| 


| 1123 Broadway New York 


CHelsea 3-5080 





TOURS 


TO 


{ 
PALESTINE 


Vv 


CONDUCTED and 
INDEPENDENT 


On Modern French Liners 
Visiting PARIS 
and ALEXANDRIA 


For literature write to 


Amalgamated Bank 


11-15 UNION SQUARE 
NEW YORK. N/ Y. 


v 








FRENCH LINE 
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